
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Enrolled students at McKinley Elementary and Fairport Harding Jr/Sr High School have breakfast and lunch available 
to them through the National School Lunch Program and a partnership between Fairport and Riverside Local School 
District. The program launched in the fall of 2014 for McKinley and in January of 2015 for Harding Jr/Sr High. It has 
been received very well and has grown over the past three years. District wide we are currently feed approximately 
100 students for breakfast and 300 for lunch. Please see below for some common questions regarding the meal 
program. If you have further questions, please contact our office at 440-358-8211.    

Sincerely,  

Michelle Gifford 
Director of Nutrition Services, Riverside Local Schools 
 
Q.: Why is Riverside Local School District involved? 
A: For a small district, because of many factors, it is hard to start up and maintain a USDA National School Lunch 

and Breakfast Program. By partnering with Riverside, the costs are diminished and the Federal and State laws 
and regulations are easy to incorporate into a program for the district.  

 
Q: What is the price of a combo meal?  
A: A breakfast combo meal is $1.50 at McKinley and $2.00 at Harding. A lunch combo meal is $2.75 at McKinley 

and $3.25 at Harding. For families that qualify, meals may be free of charge or at a reduced price (.30 for a 
breakfast meal and .40 for a lunch meal). Please see the question below for what is included in a combo 
meal.  

 
Q: What comes with a breakfast combo meal?  
A: A breakfast combo meal includes a fat free ½ pint milk, juice, fruit and entrée.  Of the 4 items offered, an 

entrée and a fruit or juice must be chosen, at a minimum, to be recognized as a combo meal.  All other 
purchases will be charged at a la carte pricing, which may end up costing more than a combo meal price. 
Examples of breakfast entrees are: breakfast sandwiches, waffles, pancakes, breakfast pastries and bars, and 
Pop-Tarts. Some items may be available at the Jr/Sr high school that are not available at McKinley. 

 
Q: What comes with a lunch combo meal? 
A: A lunch combo meal includes a fat free ½ pint milk, fruit serving, veggie serving, and entrée (which typically is 

made up of the grain and protein servings). Besides the entrée that changes daily, students will also have 
items that are available daily from which to choose. A minimum of 3 of the 5 items offered must be chosen 
to be recognized as a combo meal, including a fruit or veggie serving. All other purchases will be charged at a 
la carte pricing, which may end up costing more than a combo meal price of.  
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Q: How can my child(ren) qualify for free or reduced price meals?  
A: If you received a letter from us stating that your child(ren) are “Directly Certified,” no further action is 

needed to receive free meals. If you did not receive this letter, go to www.SchoolLunchApp.com to apply 
online. CHOOSE RIVERSIDE LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, and then CHOOSE EITHER MCKINLEY OR HARDING 
JR/SR HIGH WHEN APPLYING ONLINE. This is the fastest way to determine if your child qualifies for free or 
reduced price meals.  If you do not have computer access, call 440-358-8211 to have a paper application 
mailed to you. You must provide a packed lunch or lunch money for your child until you are notified of 
benefit status. Students who are approved for meal benefits may receive a free or reduced price breakfast 
and lunch meal daily.  

 
Q: How do I pay for my child’s meals?  
A: Cash, check or credit card payments are accepted. Credit card payments may be done at 

www.MySchoolBucks.com. You must know your child’s 6 digit student ID number to set up your account (the 
same ID number used to access the computers at school). For school meal purposes and the 
MySchoolBucks.com account, please add the number 9 to the beginning of the ID number. A small service fee 
is applied by MySchoolBucks.com. We accept checks or cash through the breakfast or lunch lines at Harding. 
Prepayments of cash or check at McKinley are not taken in the serving line. If you send cash or check with 
your McKinley student it will be collected in the office and brought to the kitchen for processing prior to 
lunch.  

 
Q: How will I know when my child’s account is low on funds?  
A: Set up a low balance email notification at www.MySchoolBucks.com. This service is free of charge. You must 

know your child’s 6 digit student ID number to set up your account (please add a “9” to the beginning of the 
ID number). Breakfast charging is not permitted. A courtesy lunch is provided in the event lunch money is 
forgotten to be applied ahead of time, but payment is expected the following day.  This account will also let 
you view your child’s cafeteria purchases.  

 
Q: Where can I find the menu?  
A: The elementary menu will be sent home the first day of school and will be posted on the Fairport website as 

well as on the RiversideLocalSchools.com website on the Lunch page. The Jr/Sr high school has a weekly 
themed menu. There are also items available daily, such as chicken patty sandwiches, peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, fresh salads, and wraps. The menu is also posted on the Fairport website, as well as the 
RiversideLocalSchools.com website on the Lunch page. For breakfast, a variety of items are offered daily. 

 
Q: How much are a la carte items/can students purchase snacks or beverages along with a meal? 
A: Prices vary by item, but range from $.50-1.50. Go to RiversideLocalSchools.com – Lunch Page to see a 

complete list of all prices. All schools must follow the Smart Snack at School Guidelines, which limit what is 
permitted to be sold in the school setting.  

 
Q: My child doesn’t like milk/is lactose intolerant. Can a water or juice be substituted?  
A: We can only substitute water for the milk choice with a doctor’s written order and/or a 504 Plan developed 

by the school. Students may get water from the drinking fountain or purchase bottled water or juice in these 
other situations.  

 
Q: My child is eligible for free (or reduced price) meals but doesn’t want the whole lunch and we’ve packed 

him/her a lunch. Can they still get only the milk for free?  
A: No. Students must select a minimum of 3 meal components to receive a free or reduced price meal . This 

includes choosing 3 of the following: milk, fruit, veggie, grain and protein. For example, a student may select 
full serving sizes of a milk, fruit, and veggie and still receive their free (or reduced price) meal benefit.  

 
 
 


